Neoregelia ‘Luis Vierira E Silva’

"The Rio de Janeiro's Botanical Garden has many interesting stories to tell. Many of its magnificent species - such as jack-tree (Artocarpus integra), avocado (Persea americana), breadfruit (Artocarpus incisa) and mango (Mangifera indica), coming from Asia and widely grown in Brazil - were introduced in the Botanical Garden by order of the Portuguese crown in the beginning of the 1800's. The first individuals were donated by a officer of the Portuguese Navy, Lus de Abreu Vieira e Silva who after a shipwreck was imprisoned by the French in the Island of Mauritius, Western Indian Ocean. The story goes that prior to escaping from his captors, the seaman collected many species of plants in the Gabrielle Gardens, offering them to D. Joao, the Portuguese king exiled in Brazil. By the sovereign's order, these species were directed to the Real Horto, today's Botanical Garden. 
 
We find it extraordinary that a fugitive, a desperate man possibly fighting for his life, has found time to steal plants from a garden to present them to his king! Fact is that the young trees became adults and multiplied by the thousands with prodigality. They still nourish millions of people each year. All of this we owe to Luis de Abreu Vieira e Silva's generosity. Today we honor his name.
